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Thank you Chairwoman Black and Ranking Member Yarmouth

for convening this hearing today.

As the Committee continues to consider the Concurrent
Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2018, | would like to use
this time to highlight areas in which robust federal funding will
help create jobs and ensure that our nation’s workforce is

competitive in the 21st century economy.

But first | want to address reports that President Trump plans to
cut $10.5 trillion over 10 years from the federal budget. These
proposed cuts are extremely troubling and could have devastating
effects on the American economy. And we have seen the adverse
effects of implementing deep cuts and hiring freezes on federal

agencies in the past. The head of the Government Accountability



Office has said that when GAO reviewed the efficacy of past hiring
freezes, they found that there was little savings or added
efficiency, and that many unintended consequences can arise.
The proposed draconian cuts to non-military spending are a step
in the wrong direction. | urge the Committee to reject these cuts
so that agencies and programs have the necessary and adequate

funding to continue to serve the American people.

We have to invest in American jobs and the American people. As
you know, in July, 2014, Congress passed the Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act, which authorized critical
workforce development programs, such as Job Corps and
YouthBuild, that provide a combination of educational and
training services to prepare individuals to enter the workforce and
help them improve their prospects through job search assistance,
career counseling, occupational skill training, classroom training,
and on-the-job training. I hope that the Committee will recognize

that these proven, high-impact programs deserve to be funded at



a level that allows them to expand their reach and put more

Americans back to work.

It is also critical that our federal budget prioritize ways to ensure
that all children have access to a high quality education. By
ensuring that students have access to critical education programs
at every level, we help ensure that they obtain the skills that they
need to compete in a 21st century economy. In addition to
providing students with skills in reading and mathematics, we
should also ensure that we are helping students obtain critical

thinking skills, as well as social and career ready skills.

This can be accomplished in part through quality afterschool
programming. The 21st Century Community Learning Centers
Program represents a dedicated funding stream for these types of
afterschool programs. 21st Century Community learning Centers
were reauthorized under the Every Student Succeeds Act, and

they help provide valuable skills, while also ensuring that low



income students have a place to go after school where they remain
engaged, build stronger relationships with their peers, expand on
what they learn during the school day. Students who participate
in these programs also exhibit fewer instances of drug use,
violence, and teen pregnancy. These centers help promote family
stability by giving working families the security of knowing that
their children are in good hands after school ends. This is an
iIssue that has bipartisan support. Last year, | was proud to work
with my colleague, Congressman Lou Barletta, in urging the
Appropriations Committee to ensure critical funding needs are

met for 21st Century Community Learning Centers.

We must also ensure that students who want to are able to obtain
a higher education. However, in the last three decades, the cost of
higher education has risen by nearly 400 percent, resulting in
more than a trillion dollars in in outstanding student loan debt. It
is unconscionable that taking on an insurmountable amount of

debt is often a prerequisite for obtaining a college degree. We



need to make sure that cost never serves as an impediment to

higher education.

The Federal Pell Grant Program is one program that has helped to
ensure that cost is not a roadblock to education for nearly 45
years. Senator Claiborne Pell from my home state of Rhode
Island led the effort in Congress to expand financial aid for at-
need college students through the Higher Education Act, and his
efforts have helped ensure that more than eight million low
income students receive financial aid to pay for tuition, books,
and room and board each year. For many of students, Pell Grants
are the only avenue available for them to pay for a college

degree. We need to ensure that this avenue remains open.

| thank my colleagues for their ongoing commitment to
supporting working families and students and I look forward to
working with you to ensure that these programs continue to

deliver for our constituents in 2018 and beyond.






